29 April 2022

Statement on Climate Security
1. The Pacific Elders’ Voice reiterates that the primary security threat to the Pacific is
climate change. This fact is clearly articulated in the Boe Declaration on Regional
Security which states: “We affirm that climate change remains the single greatest
threat to the livelihoods, security and wellbeing of the peoples of the Pacific and our
commitments to progress the implementation of the Paris Agreement.” This was
preceded and guided by the Biketawa Declaration on the vulnerability of Pacific Island
countries to the threats to their security.
2. The growing military tension in the Pacific region created by both China and the United
States and its allies, including Australia, does little to address the real threat to the
region caused by climate change. These nations have done very little to address their
own greenhouse gas emissions, despite statements of intent by the nations. Little has
been done to address the impacts of climate change in the Pacific caused by their
respective greenhouse gas emissions. Adequate funding for loss and damage caused
by climate change needs to be addressed by Australia, China and the US in their
engagement with the Pacific.
3. We are concerned that major powers, including the US, Japan and Australia, are
developing strategies and policies for the ‘Indo-Pacific’ with little, if any, consultation
with Pacific Island countries. The Pacific Island region (commonly referred to by Pacific
Islanders as the Moana) has its own set of unique challenges. The security and future
of the Pacific must be determined primarily by Pacific Island countries and not by
external powers competing over strategic interests within our region.
4. We are suffering from many insecurities in our region. It is time that the international
community focus on these insecurities particularly in the context of climate change.
We call on all nations to respect the sovereignty of all Pacific Island countries and the
right of Pacific peoples to develop and implement their own security strategies
without undue coercion from outsiders.
5. At the 50th Pacific Islands Forum meeting in 2019, Leaders agreed to build on their
Blue Pacific’s Call for Urgent Global Climate Change Action through the Kainaki II
Declaration for Urgent Climate Action Now. The Pacific Elders’ Voice emphasises this
call to our regional partners, particularly Australia, to undertake credible and urgent
actions on climate change, to demonstrate their genuine commitment and empathy
for this biggest security threat to the Pacific Island states.
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The Pacific Elders’ Voice is an independent group of Pacific people who have been leaders in
the region. Our purpose is to provide guidance and advice that will strengthen Pacific
resilience to current and future environmental, security, and human rights threats. We
provide constructive policy inputs for current and future challenges and opportunities facing
the Pacific.
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